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Some federal officials are
eating beyond Uncle Sam's
means in- thelr cexccutive
dining rooms, 'snmetnucs
paying as little as $1.51 for
meals that cost $16.06 to pre-
pare, according to a report
released yesterday. ‘

These cost overruns in

private governmental din.
ing rooms were revealed in
a survey hy the General Ac-
counting office that was
comrissioned and made
public’ yesterday hy Sen. |
Margaret Chase Smith. - |

This is the second time’
the senatar from Maine, who
regularly eats a homemade
sreaml cheese and clive
sandwich at her desk, has
sone after government offic-
als for eating hizh off the
sublic hog.

Last November she caused

the executive lunchrooms at
the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration to
he closed after GAO found
that top NASA executives
(earning $24,000 a year and
up) were paying only 45
cents for meals that actuallv
cost $4.03,

Lest visions of public of-
fleials downing duck a
Porange and French cham-
pagite ‘dance in the {1ax
payver's head, it should
quickly be noted the actual
cast of the food---and some-
times the resulting menus—
is not the main reason for
the problem. What does run
up the cost is labor—ihe
salaries of employees paid
to serve relatively few peo-
ple in exclusive surround-
ings.

'The Iateut GAO _random
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survey of departments and
agencies singled out the De-
partment of Transporfatiou
as housing a greater overrun
{than NASA. While the space-
men's cost-price ratio ‘was
9-1, the DOT ratio is 10-1.
Axeculives pay an average
of owly $1.51 per mesal as
compared to an average cost
of $16.06 pér meal, The cost
does not include the cost of
space and utilities, Bui what
Sen. Smith did not point out
was the actual cost of the-

‘food is alzo $1.51,

The Secretary, his aides

" (3% people) and guests are

the people authorized to use
the lunchroom. The Secre-
tary and the aides cach pay
a $50 membership fee and
average costs. But, asks
GAO, should the agency or
department be reguired to
assume the labor costs?

After the first GAD inves.
tigation, 60 NASA officials
got together and drecided 1o
coniribute $23 a month cach
for their own food which
they buy from commereial
sources, Managemant was
glven over to a nonprofit ci-
vilian coucession with the
result that totlal costs wers
cut to §1.97 per meal. The
menu: soup, sandwich, salad,
desert and nonaleoholic hév-
crige,

(irits as well as beans and
hot degs are ofteu served i
the executive dining room

of John Connally's 1" re'\sm,y
Department. Yet the cost-
price ratio iy 6-1. The GAO
says the 583 top-zrade execu-
tives using the roor pay $2
apiece for luncheons that

FOST

are worth $14.31 when lahor
is figured in. The dining
rootn has a fulltn-‘m cook,
but s three waiters and a
dishwasher double as mes-
sengers and custodians to
save the government money.

Sen, Smith also elaimed
that two d}'{(‘ll(‘n\.s get free
iguor on ~oecasion from

stocks confiscated by . the -

Bureau of Customs. A Treas-
ury official told GAQO .lesg

‘than two gallons of alcoholic

bevmavos from confiscated
stouck were consumed during
fizeal 1071,

Otber culprits slngled out
by GAO were the Justice
Dapartinent, where VIPs
pay $1.65 for-a meal worth
%10, ard Interstale Com-
merce  Cormmission, where
the figurcs are $1.94 and
$3.53 respectively,

Only the Department of
Agriculiure merited  Sen.
Smith’s compliments as “a
paragon of virtue.” The ¢x-
ccutive  lunchroom  there
gets its food from the same
cafeteria A3 other employ-
ees. The officlals piy a setv.
iee chavge of 2¥ cenls a
meal for waitress, service
that actually costs bU cents a
mezl o
cAud  what  about Sen.

‘Smith's own eolleaguss who

fancy more than a deskiop

~ sandwich? 'The Down Xast

Ropublican replied she did
not Intend to exelude the

‘U8, Senate from scrutiny,

“We shauld bz just sz ac-
countalle and T ghall in-
clude the Senate in the

amendmaent or emendments

that T offer to the agprapria-
tions billz? 0
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_ In the executive lunchrooms
of government, meals come at
bargain prices and, in some of
them, . the bosqes get free
cocktails,

The General Accounting Of- -

fice reported the cut-rate
luncheon tabs and said free

liquor, from stocks confiscated -

by the Customs Bureau, is
served on special occasions at
the Treasury and the National
Science Foundation.

Sen, Margaret Chase Smith,’

" R-Maine, , made public the
findings yesierday, and said
she wﬂl sponsor legxslatxon re-

" quiring all federal agencies to-

submit to Congress annual ac-
countings of their cxecutive-
lunchroom operations..

She said a private dining

room_ for senalors would be

covered, too,
" Six Agencies Checked

The GAO 1cp01t covercd
luncheon prices in execulive
lunchrooms at six federal
agencics, and found that in
five of them, the average
charge was far below the av-
erage cost to the government,

The Department 6f Trans-
portation {opped the list. The

-

Bargain Lunches and Free B Booze
For U.S. E Xec utives Draw Fi

i‘@
average. cxecutwe Iunchxoom
check there was reported at
$1.51, with the average cost of
a mcal figured at $16. 06
Personnel and service ac-
count for the major share of
the cost reported by the GAO.
Its report did not discuss the
menits in executive lunch-
roolus, . .
At the Treasury Depart-
ment, the GAO said, the aver-
age charge was $2.45 for exec-
ulive lunchroom meals that

_cost an average of $14.31,

) Liquor Available

" “In addition to this, they get
free lguor on spemal occa-
sions, and these alcoholic bev-
crages are obtained from con-
fiscated stock,” the senator
said,

The National Scicrice Foun-
dation also was reported re-
ceiving confiscated liquor
from the Bureau of Customs to
be served\in the executive
lunchroom on special occa-
sions.

At the Justlce Department,
the average price of an execu-
tive- lunuhmom meal was re-

ported at $1.66, the cost, $7.10.

At the Interstate Commerce
Comumission, theluncheon
checks averaged $1.94 for
meals costmg an avexage of
$3.53.

“It is mtexestmg to note tlnt
one of the 12 ICC commission-
ers refuses to participate in
the exceutive lunchroom ar-
rangement,” Mrs. Smith said,

She said the Agriculture De-
parbment “is a paragon of vir-
tue,” with ils exceutive lunche
routn preltlag fod Team the
pttel m{n tlued] Ty ullisd G-
Ployon,
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